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Perl xii. I _ Sou RD. DAE 
Let your loins be OO. on; — © = uf ou. 
burning: 
And ye yourſelves like u unto men that wait for this 
Lord, when he will return from the wedding, 
- that when he cometh and knocketh, 50 may 

ohen unto him immediately. * 

autre are thoſe ſervants, whom the Lord, when 


be ct, 1 find watching, 


— 


* \H E evident deſign of this n 
is to quicken us to a timely and 
ſerious preparation for the ſolemn 
4 of death and judgment. We are 
here reminded, that we are ſervants, and 
have a maſter in Heaven, of whoſe deſcent 
. we are aſcertained, but are altogether i ig- 
norant of the day or hour of his comin g 
therefore, it is both our duty and intereſt 

to be always vigilant, and ready to re- 

5 berve him. _ es found, he will 
treat 


oy 


den u 0k as, daes. f NISC 
infinite in os gree nnd duration, 


We Have, in the te onct 
att 4,695 rout 1 


pence RF Our duty He er 
both held =P to view. 


gent care of ſervants to have every thin g 
adjuſted for the reception of their abſent 
maſter. Our Saviour, in alluſion to the 


cuſtom” of Fews, and other eaſtern na- 


tions, in W 2 and. looſe gar- 


ments, ſays, Ze be eee about; 
as if he had ſaid, Lay. aſide every on fol 


that may retard you in your work: 
your lights be invaria wy bly, burning, ha 
ye yourſelves, in every other reſpect, like 


| pf ants, who are ſolicitous to pleaſe their | 
Lord, and to be found attentive. to their 
Proper buſinefs, at whatever hour he 
that when he knocketh, 
you may be ready to give him inſtant ad- 
mittance, and not be thrown into con- 


ſhall. appear; 
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xt, a concife abe 
q wot the chriſtian * 


& 3 
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mmaſter — an 58 eee em- 
PE aloe: will confer upon them ſome 
1 marks of approbation and nes 


7 Le. us turn our attention to. the : 
* duty we owe to our abſent Lord. And, 


* Grvz an explanation of the motives 5 
= to 8 nenn, 
e of u. 16 


* 


1 Wa are to turn our attention to o the 

W we owe to our abſent Lord. L 
gour Joins be girded about, and your lights Burn 
ing 3 and ge yourſelves lilè unto men that wait for 
their Lord. By this figurative deſcription, 

many important parts, or branches of the 
chriſtian and eee . are Pony | 

: 1 aut. 


Wx are directed to 1 af al } in- 


cumbrances ir in the ſervice of our Lord and 
EN j At Lt y your lan- be girded, about.. 5 52 
CLASS} te exhorts. 4 gird up th 
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tem of. durti s ve have 155 


per- 
all find th 


are 1 10 general, w * 
duty, m muſt be laid ( 2 * N * 
earthly 'n mind—prid bf 10 
love of ſenſual pleaſu 4, are 
| sto holy dilige "il 
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: dhe Lord. In a word, our . 1 1 | = 
be to correct that diſorder which is with 


us; to get our hearts purified by the 


Spirit of God, and raiſed aboye the pre- 
. railing influence and ee of 


earthly objects. 


WIS muſt alſo have our hightt 15386 : 


This may imply the care we ſhould take 
to have our minds furnifhed with the 
knowledge of our duty : For we neither 


can be good chriſtians, or uſeful min- 


iſters, without a competent knoMedge of 


that divine law which is the only infak 
ible rule of our conduct. Taking the 
words in this ſenſe, they teach us a moſt 


important leſſon, that we ſhould labor 
with a humble and ſincere temper of 
mind, to know what is the good and ac- 
ceptable will of God. This is the beſt 


preparation for the coming of our Lord. 
| To have ſuch a repentance as ſhall lead us 
to mourn over our paſt fins, and to keep 


the heart humble under a 98 of guilt; 
—our faith, applying to the blood of Jeſus 
for 


r pardon, and, at the ſame time, deriv- 


. * from above for ſubduing 
| our 
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our luſts, that ſin may 


externa conduct ado 
and engaging others to glorify our Father 


preparation we ought p 
In vain do we trim the lamp, if it do not 
ſhine, and give light 
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no more have the 
ir love, embracing / 
extending to all 


dominion over us j—O 
an unſeen Saviour, a 


His members ;—our 55 e, anchoring with- 


in the vail, and keeping the ſoul eſtab- 


liſhed amidft all the changes of this mu- 


table ſtate our patience triumphing over 
ſufferings our meckngs paſſing by inju- 
ries, bleſſing and doing good to our moſt 
implacable enemies ;—and by the united, 
happy influence of all . fe, the ligbi of our 
g our profeſſion, 


who is in Heaven. This is to have our 
lights burning indeed; this will make us 
ready to meet our Lord. And this is the 
incipally to ſtudy. 


loins girded about, if we neglect che - 


| 3 buſineſs of our allin g. 


As another intereſti g leſſon, we are di- 
rected to be on our guard, or to watch till 
our maſter comes. atchfulneſs is fre- 


| : quently, in ſcripture, oppoſed to ſleep: 


And — even the beſt chriſtians have 


in vain are our 


We have much work to do, and but. a a 


. monk of this ET we, may learn fram 
our Saviour's parable of the ten virgins: 
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| Who all, wiſe as well as fool; hb, flumbere: 


and. ſlept. This, my Brethren, is a melan- 


choly ſituation, againſt which we. ſhould 
carefully guard. We read of ſome, who £0 
loft their // love; nay, St. Paul complains 4 
| of the Hebrews, that they had loſt their 

: former knowledge; and had need to be 
taught again which are the firſt Princi- 
: ples. of the oracles of God. $0. it may 

prove with us, and upon this account. vit 


becomes neceſſary that we ſhould wa 


limited day for the performance of it. 


= Let us be awake then to our buſineſs. ,. Let 
. us labor while. the day laſts, and like. the 
Apoſtle Paul, forgetting the. things. that are be- 
hind, let us reach forth unto theſe. which-are 
before, preſſing forward towards. the mark for the 


Jeon of the high calling of . in Fe N cur. 
We add, 
Ovz Lord directs us to contin" our- 


| ſelves as fellow-ſervants, and. members of 
his family; and in this point of light, 
another p 


. Es lb coming, 


t of our Preparation: for his 
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ic duties we owe te each ocker. 1 45 
Pears from ſome verſes in the latter part 
of the chapter before us, that the faithful 


diſcharge of ſocial dr tles, has a higher 


tank in teligion that many ſeem to ſup- 


ole. It is not, be ſure, the whole of re- 
ligion, neither can it be called the moſt 


df God before we became members of 


ful to God, it cannot rail us that we ate 


not unjuſt towards men. He only acts 


worthy of the chriſtian name, and agree- 
able to the chriſtian and miniſterial char- 
nucter, Who fulfils all the duties of his 
ealling and ſtation 


| pets and defires of the m. 


II. I 8naiv attempt a brief enplans; 


tion of the motives ſuggeſted; to in 


us to "mo vga watchfulneſe, 


— incipal argument may be ai 
fron the certainty of our Lord's return. 


This is fo often aſſerted in the Bible, that 
3 5 8 | EE. there FM 


effential part of it. We were the ſubjects 


kuman ſociety; and if we ptove'utifaith: _ 


who fears and loves 
his Maker who believes and obeys His 
Saviour, and does unto others What he ex- 


F 1 | 
there can be no doubt of it. | The preferit 3 
miived ſtate of things renders a future 
judgment not only probable to rexfor; © 7 
but apparently neceffary. And the Apo 
tle to the Romans, chap. Bth, derives a ſolid 


argument in favor of this doctrine, from 
the preſont burthened ftate of mankind! 
And chis is what the goſpel of Chriſt" res. |. 
| peatedly afferts, Should not this then 


ſee dur Redeemer, but how ſhall we look. 
up to him, if we have been unfaithful 


> © -- 


had dominion over us? The recollet 
that he is now. removed from us, ſhould 
work upon our ingenuity, and excite us 
to the utmoſt care and — in 2 
ſervice, Þ 5” 


Tus es 7 the a when our Fore 1 


_ oblige us to make ready for it? We ſhalt 


| during his abſence ; oF lived ar if un one . 


Will come, may be ſuggeſted as another 
reaſon why we ſhould endeavour to be in 


readineſs. This argument is much infiſt. 
ed upon by our bleſſed Lord. He often 
likens his coming to that of a thief in the 
night, who ſtudies ſecrecy. And this 

ſeems to be the meaning of that alluſion, 


W | 


. 4 ne es we 
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there cannot be a mor 
to an habitual preparation. Bebold, ſays 
our Lord, 7 come as a this —Blfedi is he that | 
_ watcheth, and heepeth his garments, left. he walk 
naked, and they ſee his /b 
thus uncertain, how 8 is the danger 
of omitting that, which perhaps we may 


| conduct in life. 


where he likens himſelf to one who is at- 

_ tending a marriage ſolemnity ; becauſe 
on ſuch occaſions people uſually are not 
maſters of their own time; which ren- 
ders the hour of their return to their own 
houſes, uncertain. /. This being the caſe, 


powerful motive 


And if all:is 


never have time to finiſh ? This motive 


will receive additional force, if we conſider, 


Tuar when our Lord and Maſter re- 


turns, our working ſeaſon will ceaſe. He 
comes to judge us according to what we 


have done, and not to call us to perfect 


| unfiniſhed labors. This, my Brethren and 
Friends, is a moſt weighty conſideration. 


We are now acting or futurity: And 
ſhall hereafter receive cee to our 


Tun glorious mi 4 lajd: up . he | 
faithful, is the laſt motive. I ſhall name, 
TE | „ 


- | I 


at 1 f 7 
# 75 ? 8 * 
ö | * i 1 3 
aq „ % * ih . : 


8 to animate and anker us in our prepa. 185 
ration. This is ſpoken of in the laſt verſe 8 


of our text, as what will aſſuredly be con- 


ferred on the righteous, This is a re. 
ward not of debt, but of grace. | Thoſe 5 


who are found faithful, all be advanced 


to an honor, which, were it not promiſed, 


they could not properly hope for. Here . 
we are in heavineſs, through manifold 


i trials—havin, g no certain dwellin g-place 


—are travelling with weary ſteps, and | 
frequent loſſes and diſappointments in 
our way to the better country. But in 


Heaven, we ſhall be joined to the ranſom- 


ed of the Lord, who unceaſingly adore - = 
and praiſe him who ſitteth on the throne, 


and the Lamb. Glorious ſociety! 


lightful entertainment! It is prepared for 
all thoſe that love God. It will be given 


to all that continue faithful unto death. 


— 


What more can we wiſh, to animate us 
to be in a ſtate of readineſs for the ap- 


E of our * at any 0 of our 5 


lives 3 


" In'a review 6. our fabjeR; we may per- 


« EY 


1s 


un arent "remark, that our firuation here 


41 


js very precarious. Ne thing can be mere 
Ancertain than the life of man upon earth, | 
Death is the certain condition of our 

birth: And this awaits us through every 
period of life, What nature and obſerva- 
tion thus point out as certain and inevi- 
table, the providence of God is daily con- 
firming, An affectir 8 inſtance of this, 
now preſents itſelf to view, in the ſudden 


death of the worthy, beloved paſtor of © 


this church and chriſtian ſociety, whoſe fune- | 
ral ſolemnities we are now attending. 
Ix is, doubtleſs, expected that before 1 
nie, i fend tlie particular notice 
2 aa Fr oe an, which gave riſe 
1 ding di ſe. I freely ac- 
wien I am not diſinclined, how- 
ever unequal to the attempt, to do honor 
memory of one ſo ell accompliſhed as 
your late paſtor is | to have been. 


Tax great parent of man, and the Su- 
5 preme Diſpoſer of all, was pleaſed, in his 
_ diſcriminating goodneſs, to favor Mr. 
Farrow with. ſhining mental powers, 
which, under the 1 antages of 3 colle- 
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everlaſtin g life. 
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jeride of God, Len this thought | 
v to ſilence and fubmiſſiom. W 
has dome is tlie effect unden A 
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„„ * He E 5 TE April 9, 1766. | 12 73 years? 
ths he diligenth labored in the Work of the 14% 


* 


** 


dne continued as long as liſe. 5 5 #7 
Reg e a on : 


* 


flewards, of whom an account will 

ſoon, perhaps ſuddenly wd Our 
work is great and arduous, but a glorious. 
reward awaits the faithful watchman ; 


Bleſſed is that ſervant. Let this animate 8 es 
to diligence and perſeverance, for _ : 5g 


Lord is at hand! And may his arm 


ſucceed us, that we may both fove o . 
fouls, and, inſtrum | 


"by * 85 8 
7 N 


1 ONLY add, Shotld 155 in t this by ny 1 


go away from this folew un ſcene, without 


x having our minds deeply impreſſed, it 
1 muſt be becauſe we Are au ſtupid and 
= 1 inattentive. Shall good arid uſeful men, 
„„ | 1 ſervants, and ſtewards. of 
uſe, one after another, and ot 1er r 
JLCLLY en acters, be 
into death and darkneſs, and ſurvivors 
not lay it to heart? SERPs in the in- 
ſtance before us, the ſtate to which death 
wWoiill reduce us all «I, t ug then watch, 
pray” and labor, while we have c difforta»- 
W Dity, and make our PEACE, with God, 
3 bi peta ben ee ee 


Fa 


ddenly dropping 
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 rified in his ſaints, and admired in all them that 
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